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Introduction

� Overview of the relevant policy framework

� Update on recent activity at the LLWR and by LLWR Ltd regarding the 
development of the Environmental Safety Case

� Details of the site optimisation and site closure works now proposed

� Details of the proposed construction programme and phasing

� Questions
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National Policy Overview

� Policy has significantly developed since 2007

� 2007 policy (‘The Long Term Management of Solid Low Level Radioactive 
Waste in the UK’) provides framework for LLW management and required 
further evidence base to inform future strategy

� UK Strategy (‘UK Strategy for the Management of Solid Low Level Radioactive 
Waste from the Nuclear Industry’) published in August 2010

� It provides a clear and up-to-date strategy for LLW management:

� The LLWR is central to the UK Strategy

� The LLWR is a key asset for LLW producers

� Need to ensure continued capability and disposal capacity for the long term 
at the LLWR, subject to the verification of the Environmental Safety Case
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Local Policy Overview

� Development Plan for Vault 9 submission comprised:

� Cumbria and Lake District Joint Structure Plan

� Copeland Local Plan

� Development plan now also comprises:

� North-West of England Plan Regional Spatial Strategy to 2021 (RSS)

� Cumbria Mineral and Waste Development Framework (MWDF) – Core 
Strategy and Site Allocations DPDs

� LLWR allocated by CCC as a LLW disposal site 

� Site Optimisation and Closure works consistent with MWDF strategic policy for 
LLW management

� Other policies applicable to ensure development is acceptable in all other 
respects
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Environmental Safety Case

� Purpose of the ESC is to demonstrate the post-closure safety of 
the site for LLW disposal and to properly protect people and the
environment

� Supported by a range of reports assessing: 
� Assessment of the radiological effects
� Geology and soils assessment
� Hydro-geological assessment
� Climate changes and coastal erosion

� Requires the installation of various engineered features and 
other works which form part of the planning application
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Site Optimisation and Closure Works

� Planning Application to comprise: 
� Retention of Vault 9 for waste disposal

� Higher stacking of waste in Vault 8 and 9

� Formation of new disposal vaults (Vaults 9a-14)

� The phased formation of a single landscaped capping system over 

the existing disposal trenches, the existing and 

proposed vaults

� Vertical secant and cut-off walls

� Ancillary and temporary works

� Proposals ensure ongoing LLW disposal capacity, consistent with the UK’s LLW 
Strategy and local policy 

� The works proposed enable the Environmental Safety Case to be fully 
implemented
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Scope of Planning Application

� Planning application submission to comprise:
� Scheme drawings
� Planning, Design and Access Statement
� Environmental Statement:

� Alternatives
� Traffic Impact Assessment
� Noise Impact Assessment
� Landscape and Visual Assessment
� Flora and Fauna Impact Assessment
� Hydro geological Impact Assessment (Also Included in ESC)
� Air Quality Assessment
� Aquatics Assessment
� Sustainability Assessment
� Environmental Management Plan
� Socio Economic Impact
� Radiological Impacts (ESC)
� Coastal Erosion (ESC)



Higher Stacking



The Stubble



Summer View



Scheme Phasing – Overview Schedule
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Phase 1 (2012-2014) 
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Phase 2 (2018-2022)  
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Phase 3 (2023-2026) 
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Phase 4 (2027-2029) 
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Phase 5 (2031-2033) 
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Phase 6 (2035-2036) 
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Phase 7 (2051-2055) 
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Phase 8 (2078-2079) 
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Construction

• Construction management plan to be provided
• Vault construction method will be same as Vault 9
• On-site storage mounds and excavated materials from vaults to be used as 

main source of fill
• Other fill and construction materials imported by rail (except for powders such as 

cement) and stockpiled in temporary areas
• One train delivery per day delivering construction materials
• HGV and other construction traffic during periods of construction will be similar 

to that for Vault 9
• A shuttlebus will be provided for use by construction workforce to minimise 

traffic movements
• Phase 2 of the development will be at the same time as demolition of the 

existing magazines in the north of the site



Environmental Impacts and Mitigation
• Site preparatory works (vegetation clearance) on the eastern side of the 

site will be within appropriate noise limits for temporary works with use of 
temporary noise barrier to protect properties at Summer View and Stubble 
Green

• Noise generated by other works will be within acceptable limits for 
construction activities
– 70dBA for no more than 8 weeks per year
– 55dBA for other construction work

• No cumulative effects associated with simultaneous construction of 
vaults/capping and demolition of magazines have been identified

• No other significant environmental impacts identified which cannot be 
mitigated using standard construction management techniques

• HGV forecasts do not adversely impact the capacity of road ways or 
junctions (similar management principles to that implemented as part of 
Vault 9) 



Application

• The proposed package of site optimisation and 
closure works has been discussed with planning 
officers (CCC) - supported in principle, subject to 
confirmation of the following matters:
– approval of the ESC and alignment of timescales;
– agreement of long-term implementation controls, and;
– agreement of an appropriate package of community 

benefits



23

Summary

� National and local policy framework support

� Works are consistent with the ESC 

� Proposals will ensure environmental impacts will be minimised 

� Construction programme and management to minimise impact
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